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How to Create a Header Image for Your Website  
 
Using the Free GIMP Program  
 
 
Document Menu - click a link below to find your subject within this document.            

Install Gradient Files                                

Creating Web 2.0 Text Effects    

Creating Reflection or Mirror Effect                                        

Other Resources 
 

 

 

What You Will Learn  

 

Using this e-book you Will Learn To:  

 Create an attention grabbing Header image for your website all for 

free. 

 Get free Photoshop Headers, then Put Your Own Text on them 

 

There are many free header images available for download on the internet just 

search for ñfree psd headersò 

 

You can then modify the text or add text to the header and make it your own. Or you can create your own 

header from scratch with a background, a gradient background or an image for a background. You can then add 

smaller images on top of the background. You see many headers composed of several images laid over a 

background. 

 

GIMP stands for GNU Image Manipulation Program 

GIMP is a FREE, open-source program which allows you to do many of the things that Photoshop does. 

Photoshop costs around $600.  

If you just want to do some occasional editing as in Creating a Website Header, GIMP seems to be a much 

better choice. 
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 Download Gimp ï  

This document uses Gimp Version 2.4.5 as an executeable  (ends in .exe) meaning that 

if you double click the file name, it will execute or run a program (in this case, an Installation Program). 

 

You can download Gimp for FREE here: http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net/stable.html  

 

Save the file on your desktop or to your main drive in the folder named gimp c:\gimp\ 

 

Once you have it on your computer, double-click on the filename and it will begin the Installation. 

 

You will see a Welcome to the Gimp Setup Wizard as shown below. 

 

 

 

 

http://gimp-win.sourceforge.net/stable.html
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The next screen shows as below 

 

 
 

Choose Next to continue 
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Click Install Now button to continue 

The program installs and you see the screen below 
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Check the Launch The GIMP checkbox 

Click Finish to Launch Gimp 

You can also Start Gimp from the Start button on the Task Bar, then choose Gimp from the list of programs. 

 

 

   Installing the Gradient Files 
 
We want to have the Gradients available to GIMP so we need to install them. Hereôs how to do that. 

 

 

Unzip the File with the 30 Gradients into the same place where you installed Gimp. I think it will be this folder  

C:\Program Files\GIMP-2.0\share\gimp\2.0\gradients    

By loading them into the correct folder, those gradients will become available to Gimp. 
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Check to see if Gimp can locate the Web 2.0 Gradients 
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Now we have, so far,  

 

Installed Gimp   click to get applause  

 

Installed the Web 2.0 Gradient files so Gimp can find them.  
 

 

In this next section you will learn to create eye-catching Text Effects 

In the last section you will learn to Create or Modify Photoshop Website Headers 

images. 
 

 

 

  Create Web 2.0 Text Effects 

 
Gradients are used in backgrounds and within Text in creating Web 2.0 Graphics. We will use the gradient 

files that we installed for Gimp. By the way the Gimp Installation already has some gradients as soon as it is 

installed. 

 

First we create a canvas on which to work. Itôs just a file, an area on which we will create the graphic. 

 

From the Menu Bar select File, New, then set the size of the graphic. Headers are generally created in a width of 

700 to 750 pixels and the height of 125 to 150 pixels. 
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Click the OK button. We get the screen below. 

 

 
 


