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How to Create a Header Image for Your Website

Using the Free GIMP Program

Document Menu- click a link belowto find you subject within this document.
Install Gradient Files

Creating Web 2.0 Text Effects

Creating Reflection or Mirror Effect

Other Resources

What You Will Learn

Using this e-book you Will Learn To: —
e Create an attention grebbing Header image for your website all for - =

free. \J\\

e Get free Photoshop Headers, then Put Your Own Text on them

J

There are many free header images available for download on the ipistnet
search for fAfree psd header so

You can then modify the text or adekt to the header and make it your own. Or you can create your own
header from scratch with a background, a gradient background or an image for a background. You can then
smaller images on top of the background. You see many headers composed oirsagesaid over a
background.

GIMP stands foGNU I mageM anipulationProgram

GIMP is aFREE, opensourceprogram which allows you to doany of the things that Photoshop does.
Photoshop costaround $600.

If you just want to do some occasional editaggin Creating a Website Header, GIMP seems to be a much
better choice.
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n Download Gimp'i

Ad

KT
This document useSimp Version 2.4.5 as an executeabl@mP-2-4.3-686-setup.exe  (an(s jn .exejneaning that
if you double click the file name, it will execute or run a programit(is case, an Installation Program

You can download Gimfor FREE herehttp://gimpwin.sourceforge.net/stable.html
Save the file on your desktop oryiour main drive in the folder named girapgimp\
Once you have it on your computer, doubliek on the flename and it wibegin the Installation.

You will see a Welcome to the Gimp SetWizard as shown below.

[ .
= Bmp,
e Back ~ J [’ /‘,) Search pl . Folders v B (¥

: Address }I{‘j Ci\gimp v’ Go

: RoboForm ~ lSearch v‘ 5 Logins ~ g3 (passcards) &Y John Wilson - Dor... & Aronwilson 33 Save €2 Generate O
A MName -~ Size  Type Date Modified

File and Folder Tasks & C2)30_web20_Gimp.zip 7KB WinZip File 3/18/2008 10:22 &AM
'ﬁg;!gimp-2.4.5—i686-setup.exe 16,366 KB  Application 3/18/2008 10:22 AM

®ii Rename this file
{3y Move this file
() Copy this file

%) Publish this file to the
Web

B E-mail this file
¥ Delete this file

& Setup - GIMP =

| Welcome to the GIMP Setup

‘ _ Wizard

Other Places This will install GIMP 2.4.5 on your computer.

It is recommended that you close all other applications before
continuing.

e Local Disk {C:)

[} My Documents
() Shared Documents
d My Computer

‘3 My Metwork Places

Click Next ta continue, or Cancel to exit Setup.

o

op.

Qump

Details A

gimp-2.4.5-i686-setup.ex
Application

Date Modified: Yesterday,
March 18, 2008, 10:22 AM v

Il Next > ][ Cancel ]
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The next screen shows as below

15 Setup - GIMP

License Agreement
Please read the following important information before continuing.

“When you are ready to continue with Setup, click Next.

HE

GNU General Public License

Version 2, June 1991

Copyright (C) 1989, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
59 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, M4 02111-1307, USA

Everyone is permitted to copy and distribute wverbatim copies
of this Ticense document, but changing it is not allowed.

Preamble

The licenses for most software are designed to take away your
freedor to share and change it. By contrast, the GNU General Public
lirense is intended tn anarantee vonr freednm tn share and channe 2

[ < Back ]I Next > ][ Cancel ]

Choose Next to continue
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ha Setup - GIMP

Ready to Install
Setup is now ready to begin installing GIMP on your computer.

The GIMP is now ready to be installed.

Install now

[ Customize ]

Cancel

Click Install Now button to continue
The program installs and you see the screen below
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& Setup - GIMP =]

| Completing the GIMP Setup

k . Wizard

Setup has finished installing GIMP on your computer. The
application may be launched by selecting the installed icons.

Click Finish to exit Setup.

Launch The GIMP

9.

Bump

Check the Launch The GIMP checkbox
Click Finish to Laumch Gimp
You canalso Start Gimp from the Stadstitton on the Task Bar, then choose Gimp from the list of programs.

2 Installing the Gradient Files

We want to have the Gradients avail able to GI MP

Unzip the Filewith the 30 Gradients into the same place where you installed Gimp. | think it will be this folder
C:\Program File§GIMP-2.0sharégimp\2.0\gradients
By loading them into the correct folder, those gradients will become available to Gimp.
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File

the

File Actions View
Open

Mame ~

g] Black-3D.qar

Q] Black-Gloss.qagr
5] Blue-3D.gar

Q] Blue-3D-2.ggr

5] Blue-Gloss.gar
!] Brown-Gloss.aar
2| Brown-Red-Flat.ggr
;ﬂ] Dorang-flat.ggr
ﬂ] Faxy-Flat.qgr

& FcbS36.gar

Qj Fire-Gloss.qar

g] Flaxy-flat.agr

,QIJ Glime.ggr

!] Grey-3D.gar

g] Greyb.gagr

5] Grey-Blue-3D.gagr
5] Ice-Gloss.qgr

!;] Lime.gar

5] Lime-1.gar

g] Lpink-Gloss.gagr
,Q] Orange-3D.qgr
!] Orange-Gloss.ggr

Jobs

Edit  Yiew

e Back ~

//"‘,.!

Favorites  Tools

H.:-]p

Lf pSean:h H: Folders ' \1:5 s

gFmpE B
////'{"/ L[]

! Address !_@ C:\gimp

double-click this file to put gradient files
into Gimp Program area

o~

] v Go

RoboForm + lsearch

File and Folder Tasks

Em Rename this file

Options

L 1%

Favorites

Help

By B [k @ [ @

ﬁ’gimp-z.4.5-i686-setup.exe

16,366 KB  Application

WinZip is my unzipping program, yours may be different.

Extract

Encrypt View CheckOut Wizard Vlew Style
Type Modified Size  Ratio Packed ¢ A.

GGR File

§/6/2007 6:03 AM

142 39% 87 b.A

©

Desktop

Nk

My Documents

L

My Computer

L

My Network
Places

i) Find Replace in fi

iff) GetData

i Go Daddy Software Photo CD
) Google

i) Hewlett-Packard

Browse to or type in the
location of the Gimp folder §. .,
in your Program Files

[# () Hooked on Phonics Learming
{3 HTML Brander

@ &l files/folders in archive

# () HTML Guardian 7
[#{) HTML Help Workshop ™|
e [C] Open Explorer window
s/folders
Ovenwrite existing files
Al filesffolders in current folder . -
[] Skip older files

OFiesinpichive: [ |  [[Usefolder names

Check to see ifGimp can locate the Web 2.0 Gradients

Help

v ] ﬁ Logins ~ @ (passcards John Wilson - Dor... @ Aron Wilson ﬁ Save G Generate é
Mame Size  Type Date Modified
‘ @30_web20_6imp.zip 7KB WinZip File 3/18/2008 10:22 AM

3/18/2008 10:22 AM

Path
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- [B]X]
File Xtns Help

Opacity: -

Brush: 4 lCircle (11}

Scale: — ) — 3

[+ Pressure sensitivity

[] Fade out

[] apply Jitter
[] 1ncremental

[] use color from gradient

audio emall hostinginro

responder

TeeFmpk o f
ERRRERE Rt i

COM_€

COM_E

Corm_jc

Click the Gradient button here and you
should see the names of the
Gradients that you just installed

vidweb

Warren

whiteknight

wordpress

uar files

1Pshield

AFFiIiaIREIite cpanel

afr.zip

arp3-config.pl DF

A
ul'.w

Audacity  editpa

=Bl |

Lavers

Mode: ‘ MNormal

0[]

Opacity:

Lock!

E

eb 2.0 Orange 3D

Ik
I et 2.0 Black 30

I <t 2.0 Black Gloss
Web 2.0 Blue 3D
[ ]webz0Blesp2
-:l Web 2.0 Blue Gloss
] eb 2.0 Brown Gloss
- Web 2.0 Brown Red Flat
- \Web 2.0 Dorang flat
-] Web 2.0 Fire Gloss v/

(Rl J)(=]) ®

| i
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Now we haveso far,

Installed G“T]meﬂmk to get applause

Installed the Web 2.0 Gradient files so Gimp can find them.

In this next sectiogou will learn tocreateeyecatchingText Effects
In the last section yowill learnto Create or Modify Photoshop Website Headers
images.

&) Create Web 2.0 Text Effects

Gradients are used in backgrounds and within Text in creating Web 2.0 Graphics. We will use the gradient
files that we installed for Gimp. By the way the Gimp Installatioeaaly has some gradients as soon as it is
installed.

First we create a canvas on which to work. Il t 6s

From the Menu Bar select File, New, then set the size of the graphic. Headers are gesatatlyirta width of
700 to 750 pixels and the height of 125 to 150 pixels.
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Click the OK button. We get the screen below.
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